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Our Mission  

 
To nurture enjoyment in and education of the performing arts in 

Upper Hunter communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music is 

partially funded by the Department of Education 

through the Regional Conservatorium’s Grant 

Program. 

 

 

The Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music is a 

member of the Association of NSW Regional 

Conservatoriums. 

 

 

All information is correct at the time of printing. Details are subject to change without notice. 
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Message from the Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whether you are a new or returning student, I welcome you warmly to the Upper 
Hunter Conservatorium of Music in 2018. 
 
Teaching music is the core business of Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music. It 
underlies all that we do. In schools and in studios, in rehearsals and in 
performance, with individuals and ensembles, with the very young and the very 
old, with individuals and ensembles - we teach music. 
 
 In the words of Richard Gill, perhaps Australia’s greatest advocate for music 
education, 

“We teach music because it is unique and good. 
We teach music so that children can make their own music. 

We teach music because it acts in a unique way on the heart, mind, soul 
and spirit of the child, stimulating thought and imagination in very special 

ways. 
These are the real reasons for teaching music.” 

 
UHCM staff members are dedicated and passionate in their teaching, and 

work toward developing the musical skills and understanding necessary for 

musical literacy, musical performance and musical appreciation. 

  

Complementing our teaching, our annual “Visiting Artists” series brings 

world-class performers to our region, and we aim to offer a range of musical 

styles and artists for your enjoyment. I would encourage you to attend these 

performances, which are bound to be both entertaining and inspiring. 

 
I believe it is a very exciting time to be a musician in the Upper Hunter, and I look 

forward to sharing in the musical ventures of 2018 with you all. 

 

Dr Wendy Brooks 

Director 
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About the Conservatorium 

Established in 1997, the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music is a 

not-for-profit organisation that is partially funded by the NSW Department of     

Education. It provides music education and performance opportunities and 

experiences for students of all ages.  

 
Lessons are conducted by experienced, qualified teachers across various 

locations throughout the region, ranging from Murrurundi and Blandford in the 

North, to Singleton, Broke and Nulkaba in the South and Merriwa in the West. 

 
The main aims and objectives of the Conservatorium are to provide quality music 

and drama tuition to residents of the Upper Hunter; and to foster music as a 

form of social interaction, expression and creativity, whilst enhancing the 

cultural life of the community. 

 

 

Management 

The Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music Inc. is governed by a management 

committee which meets monthly. Committee members are representatives 

from the community with expertise from the fields of government, business, 

finance, education and the arts. 

 
President: ....................................................................................Mr Scott Bailey 

Vice President: .....................................................................Mr Murray Kershaw 

Treasurer & Public Officer: .......................................................... Mr Allan Jones 

Committee Members: ............................................................... Rev Scott Dulley 

................................................................................................. Mr Jason Buckley 

.....................................................................................................Ms Ruth Neave 

 
 
 

Administration Staff 

Director: ...................................................................................Dr Wendy Brooks 

Administration Manager: .............................................................. Grant O’Leary 

Administration Officer: ............................................................. Rebecca Keegan 
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Teaching Staff 

 
Nathan Adamthwaite ....................................................................... Voice, Piano 

Tristan Bradley ..........................................................................Guitar, Keyboard 

Wendy Brooks ................................................................Piano, School programs 

Emily Bailey  …. ......................................................................................... Drama 

Katrina Constable ...............................................................Violin, Piano, Theory 

Shaun Danger ........................................................................................... Guitar 

Kate Flannery ............................................................................................. Voice 

Janelle French .................................................................................... Woodwind 

David Harvey ............................................................................................. Guitar 

Glen Hughes ............................................................................... Bassoon, Oboe 

Samuel Kennedy ........................................................................................Brass 

Jennifer Kershaw ................................................................ Piano, Violin, Theory  

Callum MacDonald .................................................................................... Guitar 

Nicola Mackie ……………………………………………………..Schools programs 

Gillian Miles ...............................................................Piano, Cello, Musicianship 

Vincent Parmeter ……………………………………….…    Piano, Accompanying 

Mark Pinner ………………………………………………………………...Woodwind 

Aaron Rothemund ................................................................. Woodwind, Theory 

Joshua Vadas ............................................................................................ Drums 

 

Term Dates 2018 

 
Term 1 - Monday 5th February – Friday 13th April 

Term 2 - Monday 30th April – Friday 6th July 

Term 3 - Monday 23rd July – Friday 28th September 

Term 4 - Monday 15th October – Friday 21st December 
 

Terms run in conjunction with the NSW public schools, with classes 

conducted on all days except public holidays, unless otherwise advised. 
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Individual and Shared Tuition 

Lessons are available in the following areas: 
 

Keyboard ................................................................ Piano, Electronic Keyboard 

Guitar ......................................  Acoustic, Electric and Bass Guitar, and Ukulele 

Voice ................................................................. All voice types and vocal styles 

Percussion ............................................... Drum Kit and Orchestral Percussion 

Strings .............................................................  Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass 

Woodwind ................. Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Recorder, Bassoon & Oboe 

Brass ......................... Trumpet, Trombone, Euphonium, French Horn and Tuba 

Drama .......................................... Elocution, dramatic arts and public speaking 

 
Individual lessons are available at the Conservatorium buildings in Muswellbrook 

and Singleton, as well as at various schools throughout the region. 

Lessons are available in 20, 30, 45 and 60 minute durations. Teachers may 

recommend the most appropriate time for each student’s needs. Lessons are 

also available in small groups of up to four students. 

All students are invited to perform at one of our end-of-semester student 

recitals, held in June and November. Student recitals are an ideal opportunity 

for students to gain valuable experience and confidence in performance 

practice. 

Group Classes 

Musicianship and Theory 
 

The Conservatorium offers Musicianship and Theory classes for students who 

wish to supplement their practical studies with a theory component. Preparation 

for AMEB exams is optional. 

 

 

Speech and Drama 

The Conservatorium’s Drama Curriculum is designed to promote and enhance 

the development of imagination and natural creativity, problem-solving and 

critical thinking skills, language, articulation, reading and comprehension, social 

skills and co-operative behaviour, confidence and self-esteem. 

The Conservatorium provides both individual and ensemble drama lessons. 
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Orchestra and Ensembles Program 

Upper Hunter Orchestra* 

The Upper Hunter Orchestra comprises string, wind, brass and percussion 

instruments. Performances include exciting and challenging repertoire. 

Participants will be expected to have attained a minimum of 3rd grade AMEB 

or equivalent. Entry to the Upper Hunter Orchestra is open to musicians of all 

ages who learn at the Conservatorium, as well as the wider community. 

 

Thursday 5:30pm – 6:45pm  
Directed by Samuel Kennedy 

 

Upper Hunter String Orchestra* 

The UHCM String Orchestra is a two-tiered ensemble-based program for students 

of all ages and experiences. Students begin with Junior Strings, which offers 

training in the rudiments of ensemble playing and musicianship of Preliminary 

to 2nd grade level. Upon graduation from Junior Strings, students enter the 

Senior String Orchestra which offers more advanced aspects of ensemble 

playing and repertoire choice for intermediate and advanced players. 

 
Junior Strings     Senior Strings  

Thursday 4:15pm – 5:00pm.   Thursday 4:15pm – 5:00pm.  

Directed by Gillian Miles   Directed by Katrina Constable 

 

Cello Ensemble 

Thursday 5:00pm - 5:30pm. 

Directed by Gillian Miles 

Upper Hunter Concert Band and Jazz Band ** 

The Upper Hunter Concert Band is made up of woodwind, brass and percussion 

players from the Scone and Muswellbrook areas. UHCB performs repertoire 

ranging from traditional concert band works to popular, modern music. More 

advanced students are invited to play in the Jazz Band, which plays standard 

big band jazz music. Students wishing to play in this ensemble must be of at 

least grade 3 AMEB standard. 

 

Tuesday Concert Band 4:30 – 5:30pm. 

Tuesday Jazz Band 5:30 – 6:00pm. 

Directed by Samuel Kennedy 

 

 

*Campbell’s Corner, Muswellbrook 

** Scone High School
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Conservatorium Choir* 

A community choir, open to all ages and singing experience. It is not necessary 

to read music to be part of the choir. 

 

Tuesday 7:00pm – 8:00pm 
Directed by Glen Hughes 

 
 

Guitar Ensemble* 

Including classical and contemporary repertoire, the guitar ensemble is the 

ideal opportunity for guitarists to make music in a group. 

 

Thursday 6:00pm – 6:45pm. 
Directed by David Harvey 

 
Cessnock Guitar Orchestra*** 

Cessnock Guitar Orchestra (CGO) provides group music training for guitarists of 

all ages who want to learn world music and the Spanish finger style. 

 

Wednesday 6:00pm -7:00pm.  
Directed by Tristan Bradley 
 

Wind Quintet* 

The Wind Quintet consists of Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon and French Horn. 

The wind quintet is possibly one of the oldest musical ensembles with the earliest 

wind quintets appearing from 1811. The Upper Hunter Wind Quintet performs 

regularly at Conservatorium concerts and events.  

 

Thursday 7:00 – 8:00pm.  
Directed by Janelle French 
 

Saxophone Ensemble* 
  This ensemble provides an opportunity for saxophonists of varying abilities to 
explore a range of music both composed and arranged for their instruments. 

 

Wednesday 5:00-5:30 

Directed by Mark Pinner 

 
*Campbell’s Corner, Muswellbrook 

*** LEAP Centre, Mount View High School 
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Concerts and Performances 
Throughout the year the Conservatorium presents an extensive array of concerts 

and recitals which provide tremendous performance opportunities for students 

and ensemble members. 

More formal, large-scale concerts take place at the end of Terms 1 and 3. Less 

formal performances include the Student Recitals at the end of Terms 2 and 4. 

Workshops and masterclasses are also scheduled during the year. Ensembles 

frequently receive performance invitations for local community events. 

At the beginning of the year a calendar is issued which details the range of 

opportunities for students including the annual Visiting Artist Concert Series. 
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Music in Schools 
Individual and group instrumental and vocal lessons are available at several 

schools across the Upper Hunter.  

Our qualified staff can also provide group programs such as choir, percussion, 

violin, guitar, drama and general classroom music. T h e  

C o n s e r v a t o r i u m  a l s o  o f f e r s  m u s i c  t e a c h i n g  f o r  S p e c i a l  

E d u c a t i o n  c l a s s e s ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  

s c h o o l  s t a f f .  To tailor a program to suit your school’s needs please 

contact the Director. 

 
 

School Band Program 

The Conservatorium offers a school band program that provides an ideal 

option for students to begin learning a musical instrument. The students 

enrolled in the program attend a band rehearsal each week, along with shared 

or individual lessons. Additional activities such as school and public 

performances and workshops with visiting bands are also provided as part of the 

program. The program strives to add to the culture of the school in an affordable 

and inclusive manner. 

 

School Choral Program 

The Conservatorium offers choral programs within primary schools, and provides 

opportunities for participation in combined schools choirs. 

 

Early Childhood Music 

The conservatorium offers classes for babies and toddlers, pre-schoolers, and 

also pre-instrumental classes. Classes are conducted at Muswellbrook studios, 

as well as in local Early Learning Centres. 
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Musical Instrument Hire 
The Conservatorium has a number of instruments for hire, including strings, 

woodwind, acoustic guitar and brass instruments. Check with the office about 

instrument availability, as instruments are a limited resource. 

Instrument hire is from $50 per term, with a $50 refundable deposit payable in 

advance with any musical instrument hire application. The deposit is refunded 

on return of the instrument in the same condition in which it was originally 

hired, with all accessories included. 

For further information on instrument hire please contact the administration staff. 
 

 

Hire to Buy Instruments 

For those interested in purchasing their own instrument, the Conservatorium 

offers a “Hire to Buy” program for string, woodwind and brass instruments. 

Under this scheme an instrument is able to be paid for in interest-free 

instalments, over a period of two years. We have new instruments for sale and 

at times second hand instruments at discounted prices. 

For more information on “Hire to Buy” instruments please contact the administration 

staff. 

 

 

Scholarships and Bursaries 
The Upper Hunter Conservatorium offers a number of scholarships each year 

to music students undertaking tuition at the Conservatorium or Upper Hunter 

residents who wish to pursue music tuition with the Conservatorium. 

Scholarships are awarded based on merit, demonstrated by the applicant in an 

audition. Auditions normally take place in Term 4. 

Bursary assistance is also available to students of the Conservatorium to help 

with the financial burden of tuition. Bursaries are awarded to students who may 

not be able to afford to continue music lessons without some financial support. 

Financial assistance is also available to families by way of a family discount 

offered to families with more than one child enrolled in music lessons or a student 

learning more than one instrument. 
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Terms and Conditions of Enrolment 

FEES AND INVOICES 

¶  Invoices are issued at the commencement of each term or at 

commencement of lessons. Accounts are due three weeks from Date of 

Invoice. 

¶  If you wish to pay by instalments, please contact the UHCM 

Administration Manager.  

¶  A non-refundable $12 late fee will apply to all overdue accounts 

unless an Instalment Agreement has been negotiated. 

 
 

OUTSTANDING FEES 

¶ If fees are outstanding at the end of term, lessons will be cancelled. 

¶ If the account is paid within a reasonable time after notification of 

lessons being cancelled or an Instalment Agreement is negotiated, the 

student may be able to recommence lessons. (There is no guarantee 

that the same time or day will be available). 

 

GROUP LESSONS 

¶ Fees for workshops, group classes and ensembles are payable by the 

full term only. No refunds can be given unless these courses are 

cancelled by the UHCM. (See Page 16 for details of fees and charges.) 

 

MISSED LESSON POLICY 

¶ Teacher times are booked for each term, and therefore lessons 

missed by the student (for any reason) do not qualify for a refund or 

make up lesson. 

¶ Lessons missed by the teacher will be made up or credited back to 

your account at the end of each term. 

 

 CANCELLATION OF LESSONS 

¶ If a student intends to cancel lessons both the teacher and the UHCM 

office must be notified in writing. Withdrawals can only be made at half 

term or at the end of a term. 

¶ Non-attendance at lessons does not indicate formal cancellation of 

enrolment and will result in the student having to pay for lessons that they 

did not attend. 

¶     The Director reserves the right to discontinue lessons where a 

student’s behaviour or attitude is deemed inappropriate. 
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¶      Enrolment carries into the following year unless the UHCM is notified of 

the student’s intention to not continue lessons in the following year. 

 

LESSONS PROVIDED AT SCHOOLS 
¶ Students undertaking lessons at school are subject to the same 

regulations as those attending lessons at a UHCM studio, including 

missed lessons and cancellation of enrolment. 

¶      UHCM is not responsible for any lessons missed by students due to 

school activities. It is the responsibly of the parent/guardian to notify 

the UHCM office if a student is going to be absent from lessons due to a 

school activity. 

¶      It is not the responsibility of your school to notify the UHCM of a 

school activity. 

 

SUPERVISION 
The UHCM and its staff take no responsibility for the supervision of students 

outside of scheduled lesson and rehearsal times whilst they are on 

Conservatorium property. 

 

COMMUNICATION WITH TEACHERS 
Effective communication between students, parents/guardians and teachers is 

critical to the ongoing musical development of students. It is expected that 

parents/guardians will ensure instruments, music books and practice diaries are 

brought to each lesson and that students follow teacher recommendations for 

daily practice. 

 

EATING/DRINKING/SMOKING 
Please respect our policy of no eating, drinking or smoking in any rooms used for 

lessons or within the Conservatorium building. Smoking is not permitted within 

school or Conservatorium grounds. 
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PAYMENT OF FEES 

Fees can be paid in the following ways: 

• In person at the Conservatorium office by cash, cheque, money order or 

EFTPOS/credit card (fees apply) 

• At the Upper Hunter Shire Council in Scone by cash or cheque 

• At any branch of Regional Australia Bank by providing the bank details 

on the back of your statement 

• By mail. Please post remittance advice with your cheque, money order or 

credit card details (fees apply) 

• By paying directly into our bank account (please see back of statement for 

details) 

• Over the phone with your credit card details (fees apply) 

• Teachers are unable to accept payment of fees 
 

 

CHANGING YOUR ENROLMENT 

Current students may alter their enrolment by using the Change of Enrolment 

Form. 

Use this form to: 

• Enrol in a second instrument or enrol in an ensemble 

• Change from shared to individual lessons or vice versa 

• Change the duration of the lesson 

• Request a change of teacher.  (This is only permitted in exceptional 

circumstances after discussion with the Director) 

• Cancellation of lessons (Only permitted in Week 5, or at the end of term). 
 

 
The Change of Enrolment Form is available from the UHCM office or can be 

downloaded from the UHCM website. 

Please note that new students must use the Enrolment Form. 
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Fees and Charges 
 
Lesson Fees 

 

Lesson Type 1st Instrument 2nd Instrument* 

Individual 20 minutes (per lesson) $24 $22.50 
(per term) ^ $240 $225 

Individual 30 minutes (per lesson) $35 $33 

(per term) ^ $350 $330 

Shared 30 minutes (per lesson) 

(per term) ^ 

$18 

$180 

No discount 

available on 

shared lessons 

Individual 45 minutes (per lesson) $48 $46 

(per term) ^ $480 $460 

Individual 60 minutes (per lesson) $63 $61 
(per term) ^ $630 $610 

*This is a discounted price for additional lessons within a family. Either lessons on a 

second instrument or lessons taken by another family member. ̂  Based on a 10 week term 

Ensemble Fees 
 

Fee Type (per term) 
1st 

Ensemble 

2nd 

Ensemble 

3rd 

Ensemble 

Ensemble 60-90 minutes duration $62.50 $32.50 Free 

Ensemble 30-45 minutes duration $57.50 $27.50 Free 

Ensemble member not enrolled in 

lessons 
$70 $35 Free 

Ensembles include Upper Hunter Orchestra, Upper Hunter Concert & Jazz Bands, Junior 

& Senior Strings, Conservatorium Choir, Quintet, Guitar Ensemble, Cessnock Guitar 

Orchestra  
 

Group Fees & Other Charges 
 

Fee Type Amount 

School Band (per term) $40 

Drama Ensemble (per term) $130 

Musicianship/Theory/Music Craft (per term) $50 

Administration Fee (per family/per year) $25 

Instrument Hire (per term) From $50 

Instrument Deposit (refundable) $50 

Late Fee (per term) $12 

Invoices are issued at the commencement of each term or lessons. Accounts are due 

three weeks from date of invoice. 
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Additional Information 

The following forms are available from the conservatorium office: 

Enrolment Form. For new students who are enrolling for the first time. 

Change of Enrolment Form. For current students who wish to enrol in a second 

instrument or ensemble or change the type or duration of lesson. This form is also 

used to cancel enrolment. 

Instrument Hire Form. For hire of a musical instrument. 

Hire to Buy Information Pack. For purchase of a musical instrument through the 

Hire to Buy program. 

Instalment   Agreement.   Regular   instalment   agreement   for   payment   of 

conservatorium fees. 

Bursary Application Form. For current students applying for financial assistance 

in the form of fee relief. 

Scholarship Application Form. Available online for a period of time. Please see 

the UHCM website for more information. 

 
 

Newsletter 

The Conservatorium Newsletter is published and emailed 8 times a year.  

Past Newsletters can be downloaded from the Conservatorium website. 
Please go to www.uhcm.com.au/newsletters 

 

 

Website 

For the latest up-to-date information on events please go to our website 

www.uhcm.com.au 

  

http://www.uhcm.com.au/
http://www.uhcm.com.au/
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2018 Visiting Artist Concert Series 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Spooky Men’s Chorale 
Friday 23 February 7:30pm  

As thunderous as a herd of wildebeest, as sly 

as a trainload of Spike Milligans, & as 

sonorous as a cloister of monks, SMC is sure 

to entertain.  

Tickets· Adult $30, Concession $20 

  

 

Emma Pask 
Saturday 5th May 7:30 pm 

“Whilst it's fashionable to be a jazz singer these 
days, she's the real thing…” – James Morrison  

 

Tickets· Adult $40 includes wine and cheese 

platter; Concession $30 

. 

 

Rachel Tolmie 
Friday 3rd August 7:30 pm 

Showcasing the cor anglais, and featuring 

UHCM ensemble players. 

 

Tickets· Adult $30, Concession $20  

  

 

Arseny Tarasevich-Nikolaev 
World-acclaimed concert pianist. 

Friday 26th October 7:30 pm 
 

Tickets· Adult $30, Concession $20 

 
 

Wear Parts Services presents 

Simone Easthope, Benjamin Moser 

& the Newcastle Youth Orchestra 
(Ian Cook, conductor) 

Saturday 25th August 7:30 pm 
 

Tickets: Adult $30, Concession $20 

 

Information and details at www.uhcm.com.au/events 

http://www.uhcm.com.au/eve
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Offi ce Ho urs: 

Monda y to Friday - 9:00am - 5:00pm 
 

Cam×ÉÌÓÓɀÚ Corner, Fi rst  Fl oor 
80 Bridge St (PO Box 816) 
Muswellbrook NSW 2333 

(Entrance via Brook Street)  
Ph: 6541 4888 Fax: 6541 4999 

admin@uhcm.com.au 
www .uhcm.com.au 

 
Singleto n Studios  

Singleton TAFE Campus, Buil di ng N 
York Street, Singleton NSW 2330 

mailto:admin@uhcm.com.au
http://www.uhcm.com.au/

